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who at that time secretly espoused the cause of the Portuguese,
not only hindered as much as he could the prompt departure of
the fleet, but also previously sent two caravels from Cadiz to
warn Hernan Gomez, the Portuguese captain, of the prepara-
tions in Andalusia, and to tell him either to make use of them in
the naval fight, or, if perchance our fleet was not encountered,
to hold them to share in his profits.
Pedro de Estiiniga, although in words he made a pretence of
being in favour of the expedition, in fact hindered it, abetting
the tyranny and cunning of Gonzalo de Estiiniga, the usurper
of the lordship of Palos, as a reward for having lent him aid in
his violent robbery. For a long time, Gonzalo had opposed the
union of the men of Palos with the other caravels, already
despatched, and this was a cause of some delay.
When at last our men weighed anchor, they set their course
towards the island of Antonio Nolli, separated from the first
promontories of Guinea [Cape Verde] by a small arm of the
western ocean. The rays of the sun are not so hot there, and,
consequently, their inhabitants have not a black skin and it is
not unduly scorching. I am not sure whether this island was
that which the ancient geographers used to call Merua, or Auto-
lola, but we can infer from whence it took the name Antonio, by
which it is known today. In the reign of this Don Alfonso of
Portugal, there came to Seville with other Genoese traders one,
Antonio de Nolli, and from there he went to Lisbon, and,
through long dealings with Don Alfonso and with his uncle
Don Enrique [Prince Henry the Navigator], he took part in the
expeditions of the Portuguese to Guinea, and in their trans-
actions with the natives of the country. In one of the voyages,
they arrived at a fertile and well-watered island which was not
peopled; and, persuaded by the Genoese, a man of great influ-
ence among them, they resolved to inhabit it. He managed it so
well that in a short time the population attained to great pro-
sperity; he built himself a fine house on the island, and came to
be rich by means both of the produce of agriculture, from which
navigators who made their way towards Guinea were wont to
find useful refreshment, and of the goods of other traders ex-
changed for provisions. Hence it was that all gave the island the